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The case for African thought

@ CrpssMark

It gives us pleasure to present this issue. We are cognisant of the fact that the history of this journal
dates to the time of the old Inkanyiso Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences. Previously, the
focus of the journal then looked intently at all facets and directions of the humanities and social
sciences. In a way, a potpourri of some kind. This was then followed by a review of the journal
with clear recommendations that the journal should have a sharp focus and intentionally state its
objectives. From there, we embarked on a series of consultations to attend to all recommendations
from the review panel. The engagements led to a focussed journal on the niche of African thought.
It should be mentioned that this was deliberate and intentional to privilege the African archive
and illuminating thought patterns. This resonates well with its name Inkanyiso (meaning
illumination in IsiZulu). We are very much pleased that the journal now looks has been reshaped
in terms of its focus and perspectives. It now has space for debates and discussions on decoloniality,
decolonisation, indigenisation, epistemic justice and transformation in the space of knowledge
production and engagement. Africa becomes the context and place of engagement for all
researchers and scholars working around African thought. The journal acknowledges that
currently, formal, detached, certificate-based research and educational models, systems, policies,
practices and structures have failed global Africa. The top of the pyramid tertiary educational
systems inherited from the cosmopolitan European models, like every other aspect of European
ontological models, have been fashioned as adversarial competitors for scarce resources in a
Darwinian public funding world, where education is never a priority for the general publics,
given the politics of neo-liberal democratic cycles of leadership elitism, broken tenure shorn in
destructive in-fighting and built on rampant disinheritance of majority poor (Bewaji 2012). The
current research and educational paradigms, at the epitome of which valiantly sits the imposed
imported research elitism, is a system sustained by self-replicating Pedagogy of the Oppressed
(1968), which, according to Freire, pathologises the humanity of Africans. Many Africanist
scholars have lamented the many ways in which global Africa has been and continues to be a
victim of multifaceted European and Arabian atrocities (Mazrui 1978; wa Thiong’o 1981, 1987;
Ramose 2002; Taiwo 2010, 2019; Masoga & Kaya 2011; Ndlovu-Gatsheni 2012; Bewaji 2012;
Mashau 2018; Mbemmbe 2015; Shokane & Masoga 2019). The role of research in the process of
near complete emasculation of global Africa has been apprehended, and calls have been strident for
whathasbeen articulated as the urgency of decolonisation, de-Europeanisation, de-Westernisation,
Africanisation, dehegemonisation, indigenisation and even domestication of research in global
Africa. It has featured in the extraordinary scholarship of Claude Ake (1979), Archie Mafeje (1978),
Dan Nabudere (1980), among others, agitating for pan-Africanism and global African economic
empowerment. What has not been common is a well-orchestrated programme of activities
addressed at mitigating and overcoming the challenges, to transform the research spaces, systems
and processes, to integrate into the research tradition indigenous realities, knowledge,
spiritualities, identities, humanities, mythologies and experiences of Africans in any way and
manner that truly reflects and equips the educated African youth and future leaders in directions
shifting the focus and decisions from detached subordination of society to an externalist
dependency (Ramose 2003; Masoga & Kaya 2011; Shokane & Masoga 2019).

It is curious that African intelligentsia have been overly trusting of externally generated ideas
even when African communities had superior ones more suited to the domestic communities of
existence. A close examination of the current globalised poverty afflicting Africa must reveal that
given the borrowed ontologies, bogus mythologies, inadequate epistemologies, normless values,
manipulated conceptual framings or frameworks and weak methodologies, the results are not
only predictable in decadent applications and usages parading as universal verities of alternative
orientations and liberalisms but an abnegation of responsibility for knowledge production and
reproduction to machines and Artificial Intelligence (AI), making human beings ultimately
vulnerable and destined for anthropocide and collective omnicide. Global Africa, as the cradle of
human civilisation, has a responsibility to rescue humanity from this avoidable self-inflicted
calamity of unimaginable proportions, which only leads in the path of the predictable continent-
wide damnation that will eventually culminate in the disastrous slippery slope of collective global
African humanity’s ontological suicide. This journal aims to tackle all of these challenges.
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We hope that you will enjoy, benefit and become part of the
Inkanyiso journal of African Thought to contribute to a clear,
feasible and critical intellectual engagement.
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